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Similar views were held by other reformers. Paracelsus' origi-
nality lay in his presentation. He analyzes the believers rather
than their beliefs. He is concerned not that erroneous opinions
have gained currency, but that people are so sick as to hold
such opinions; or worse, that they think superstitious practices
have restored their health whereas in truth their illness con-
tinues. He warns them repeatedly not to trust their imagina-
tion. Pointing to the Anabaptists and explaining the consequences
of succumbing to the incubi, he emphasizes the dangerous
power that resides in "Faith." (The German word Glaube here
comes in handy; it means both faith and imagination.) "Faith
may work both ways," he says in the Preface; "with the good it
produces good works, but it leads the evil to evil works." Super-
stition may make people either sick or healthy.

THE   POWERS   OF   MIND
A disciple of Trithemius and Agrippa, and explorer of the
Orient, Theophrastus always respected the powers of mind.
Now in close contact with fellow-sufferers, he studied spiritual
energy in action. Here is his first-hand description of trance:
"The soul, in an ecstatic state, is self-centered. The person
is blind and deaf. His nose does not smell anything, his hands
feel nothing. Though he can see, he does not know what he
sees. He may hear people talk but does not understand the
words. He may grasp for something but is unconscious of
what he holds in his hands. Such a person seems to be de-
prived of his senses and the world thinks he is an ac-
complished fool. In reality he is the wisest man before God,
who lets him know His secrets better than all the wise men
in the world." 2